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November 18, 2019 
 
 
Dear Members of the Bar: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to let you know that the Southern District of Illinois will soon 
change its case assignment procedures that have been in place for more than 50 years. 
 
Effective January 13, 2020, our three Magistrate Judges, Reona J. Daly, Mark A. Beatty 
and Gil C. Sison, will be placed in our civil case assignment wheel. The parties in every 
civil case assigned to a Magistrate Judge will be required to affirmatively consent to the 
jurisdiction of the magistrate judge or affirmatively decline to consent. Some pending 
cases also will be selected for potential reassignment in the next several weeks. 
 
Why is this change being made? In a nutshell, to promote efficiencies and improve case 
management for lawyers and litigants. As you may know, many districts across the 
country already assign cases in this way, including the Eastern District of Missouri just a 
few miles from the East St. Louis courthouse. In fact, it is the procedure strongly 
recommended by the Administrative Office of U.S. Courts, which determines how many 
Magistrate Judges a district can have and whether any can be recalled after retirement. 
 
What does this mean to you and your clients? It means your case will be handled by one 
judge, which results in many efficiencies. For instance, if you have a motion pending, 
there will no longer be a question regarding which judge is handling the issue. And, of 
course, this means that motions will be decided faster, because the judges do not need to 
communicate on routine matters such as continuances. Once this process is implemented, 
dispositive motions in civil rights cases will no longer be decided through the Report and 
Recommendation process. The presiding judge, whether it be a District Judge or 
Magistrate Judge, will decide all motions in the case. Perhaps more importantly, if you 
consent to have your case handled by a Magistrate Judge, hearings and trials will not be 
delayed by the heavy criminal caseload currently being handled by the District Judges. 
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This is especially true in our current climate where we continue to have two District Judge 
vacancies and criminal case filings are up significantly. Criminal proceedings, including 
sentencing hearings and revocation proceedings, fill the District Judges’ calendars. This 
means motions will likely be decided sooner by the Magistrate Judge, and trials will not 
be delayed because of criminal cases. For this reason, I strongly encourage you to consent 
to a Magistrate Judge. 
 
Our current Magistrate Judges are smart, experienced, and hard-working members of the 
federal bench. They are dedicated to resolving cases promptly, fairly, and efficiently. Our 
Magistrate Judges are supported by talented, dedicated law clerks and clerk’s office staff,
just like the District Judges. 

For more information and background information concerning Judge Daly, Judge Beatty, 
and Judge Sison, please see the brochure on our website, at 
https://www.ilsd.uscourts.gov/documents/ConsentToAMagistrateJudge.pdf. If you 
have questions about the new procedures, please contact Meg Robertie, Clerk of Court 
and Counsel to the Chief Judge, at 618/482-9106 or Meg_Robertie@ilsd.uscourts.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy J. Rosenstengel 
Chief District Judge




