
      

 
 
 

 

Mediation Panel List 
Mediator Spotlight 
January 2023

  
 
 
 
Under Section 3.2 of the 

Court’s Mandatory Mediation 
Plan, the parties are generally 
able to select their own mediator 
from the Court-approved 
Mediation Panel List (unless the 
Court has ordered otherwise, or 
the parties cannot agree upon a 
mediator).  

 
To help inform the parties of 

the unique backgrounds, 
experiences, training, and 
qualifications of the over 100 
mediators on the Court-approved 
Mediation Panel List, each month 
the Court will select and highlight 
two mediators at random to 
feature in this publication. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Demitrus T. Evans, Esq.    

 

The Evans International Law Firms, LLC 
4415 Harrison St. 
Suite 245 
Hillside, IL 60162 
(Office): 708-531-1740 devans@teilfirms.com 
 
Hourly Mediation/Preparation Rates: $300 
(M) $ 350 (P) 

Nature of Practice/Areas of Specialization: 
Intellectual Property, Corporate Law, Business 
Contracts, International Trade Compliance, 
Dispute Resolution 

Background: Demitrus Evans JD, LLM is an 
Ohio native who currently resides in Illinois 
with her family. 
 
Education: University of Miami School of Law, 
J.D.; University of Illinois (formally John 
Marshall Law School), LL.M. in International 
Trade with a concentration on Finance; 
Denison University, B.A. in English Literature 
and African Studies (dual degree); 
Entrepreneurial Studies, The Joseph School of 
Business. 
 
Work History: Demitrus Evans, JD, LLM is the 
Managing Attorney for The Evans 
International Law Firms, LLC ("TEIL Firms") 
which originated in Westchester, Illinois, in 
2009. The firm's three (3) focus areas are 
Intellectual Property Protection, Contract 
Drafting/Dispute Resolution, and 
International Trade. Attorney Evans also 

arbitrates for Cook County Courts and is a 
Mediator in the Federal District Court. In 2011, 
she founded The Evans Exoneration Project 
("TEEP") to assist the indigent in state and 
federal criminal law. As an adjunct professor at 
Joseph School of Business, Forest Park, Illinois, 
she teaches business law and advocates for 
international trade and expansion on several 
business-focused boards. 

 
Professional Achievements: Attorney Evans is 
licensed in the Illinois Appellate Court, The 
United States District Court for the Central, 
Western, and Northern District Courts. She 
was sworn in the United States Supreme Court, 
the Federal Circuit, and the International Court 
of Trade in 2010 and had experience practicing 
law in areas other than Intellectual Property 
and Business, including Criminal and 
Employment Discrimination. 

 
Attorney Evans and TEIL Firms have received 
several awards, including Global Entrepreneur 
of the Year, Diversity MBA Magazine's Top 100 
Executives under 50, and won a nomination for 
Nesbit's Global Award. 

 
Personal Achievements: Attorney Evans is an 
Advisory Board member for the Global 
Chamber and will soon serve as the Head of 
the Global Chamber Chicago Chapter in 2023. 
In her free time, she devotes herself to the field 
of education. Attorney Evans served on the 
Board of Trustees for Westchester Public 
Library for four years, two years as the 
President. She has also been a devoted Deputy 
Administrator for Foundations Ministry at the 
Living Word Christian Center in Forest Park, 
Illinois, for almost nine years. As a volunteer 
for Foundations Ministry, Attorney Evans 
provides leadership and guidance on the 
operations of Christian Foundation 
classrooms, and helps maintain excellence for 
the optimal student experience, as well as 
answers questions regarding the Foundations. 
However, she is most proud of being a wife, 
mother of two children, marathoner, and dog 
lover.
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Ronald Fox  

 

Admitted in Missouri; Illinois; 
U.S. Supreme Court; U.S. Courts of Appeals, Sixth, 
Seventh, and Eighth Circuits; various 
U.S. District Courts in Missouri and Illinois 

 
Practice Areas 
Maritime 
Mediation and Arbitration 
Environmental Insurance Coverage 
Health Care 

 
Education 
J.D., Saint Louis University School of Law (1981) 
B.A., magna cum laude, Washington University {1978} 

 
Associations/Affiliations 
Maritime Law Association Missouri Bar Association 
Illinois Bar Association 
Madison County Bar Association St. Clair County Bar 
Association 
Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis Missouri 
Organization of Defense Lawyers 

 
Recognized as Icon in the Missouri legal community, 
Ron Fox has successfully defended clients 
in hundreds of cases in more than 35 jurisdictions 
nationwide.  Ron is an "AV" rated lawyer and listed as a 
Missouri Super Lawyer for 10+ years.  For over 40 
years Ron worked as an effective maritime defense 
attorney.  Ron also has broad experience successfully 
handling hundreds of complex cases in many areas of 
law.  Ron has tried over 75 cases to verdict or judgment, 
including maritime, contract, medical malpractice, 
product liability, trucking, will contests, and other 
complex or high-exposure cases.  He is a proctor 
member of the Maritime Law Association and a 
trained mediator. 

 
Representative Experience: 
• Obtained first appellate ruling in the United States 

to hold that maritime employers are entitled to a 
jury trial in Jones Act suits. 

• Numerous defense verdicts in Jones Act cases 
tried throughout the Midwest, including 
challenging jurisdictions such as the City of St. 
Louis, Madison and St. Clair Counties, Illinois, 
and federal district court in East St. Louis. 

• Lead and managed a team of Fox Smith attorneys in 
a major environmental action involving RCRA, 
clean air, and water claims resulting in a $45,000,000 
settlement for the client. 

• Defense verdict in a million dollar maritime 
contract and bailment action related to the Great 
Flood of 1993. 

• Over 15 judgments denying seaman status to Jones 
Act plaintiffs, including 6 jury verdicts. 

• Multi-million dollar judgment for a prominent St. 
Louis brewing family member in a will contest trial. 

• Defense verdict for a hospital in Madison County, 
Illinois, in a suit charging wrongful death for failure 
to diagnose a dissecting aortic aneurysm. 

• Restricting plainiff's verdict to $8,100 after a Fortune 
50 client admitted liability following a trucking 
accident resulting in plaintiff’s above-the-knee 
amputation. Defense verdict in the City of St. Louis 
for a refuse truck manufacturer involving crush 
injuries and death. 

• Obtaining a judgment for an insurance underwriter 
charged with bad faith, fraud, and punitive 
damages. 

• Successfully defending Japanese kerosene heater 
manufacturers in numerous product liability burn 
and fire damage cases. 

• In the United States Court of Appeals for the 8th 
Circuit, successfully reversed a multi-million dollar 
verdict against a lawnmower manufacturer due to 
improper denial of the state-of-the-art defense. 

• Successful argument in the Missouri Supreme 
Court establishing a basis to defeat    venue in the 
City of St. Louis. 

 
Recognized as a premier maritime and trial attorney, 
Ron has published numerous articles on maritime 
issues and is a frequent speaker at national maritime 
conferences and on trial techniques.  Ron trained at 
the University of Missouri School of Law Center for 
Dispute Resolution and is a Certified Neutral for the 
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri 
and Southern District of Illinois.  Ron began his legal 
career as a clerk to Missouri Supreme Court Judge 
A.J. Higgins.  Ron is Chair of the Board of Trustees at 
Whitfield School, an independent high school in St 
Louis County. 


